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Derelict fishing gears harmful for the marine 

environment 

Their presence in the marine environment may be harmful for the 

environment and may have a negative impact on fisheries and navigation

safety.



Urgent need to reduce the problem of derelict

fishing gears and marine litter in the marine

environment

 Increased mortality of fish without benefit to human kind;

 Negative impact on fish resources estimates (existence of an additional

unaccounted biomass of fish later by-caught by derelict fishing gears, 

which sometimes may lead to underestimates in the TAC/quota

assesments);

 The scale of the problem not enoughly investigated;

 Derelict fishing gears can also cause the damage to the fishing gears

and fishing and non-fishing vessels.



Polish Legal Act on Marine Fisheries

Journal of Laws 2015.222
 No direct reference to derelict fishing gears (rather to illegal gears), 

 It is forbidden to put fishing gears in such a way and in such a location that they can 
destroy other fishing gears or make fishing of other fishing vessels more difficult (art. 5 
point 3). If it is done the fine is 4000 PLN (art. 124, point 3 letter c);

 Marking of the fishing gears is obligatory (art. 6 paragraph 2). Fine for not marking the 
gears is 3000 PLN (art.113). Fishing gears without marks are considered as abandoned 
and they can/should be removed (art. 6, paragraph 4); 

 Removed fishing gears should be delivered to the Maritime Office having the jurisdiction 
over the place where the fishing gears have been found (art.6 paragraph 5). 

 No directly expressed rule of costs covering in the case of positive answer to the 
question of the ownership of such gears (in the Council Regulation 1224/2009 art. 48 
point 4: if the net is not reported as lost the costs of its retvieval should be covered by 
the owner);



Polish Regulation 

from 16 of September 2016 (Journal of Laws

2016.1495) concerning the exceptional conditions 

and mode for granting payment and return of the 

financial support for the implementation of the 

activities under priority 1 EMFF 2014-2020.

 Collection of derelict fishing gears and marine litter is regulated under 

art. 42 and in accordance with art. 7 of the EC Regulation 2015/531*

 Allocation 7, 5 mln euro

*Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) 2015/531 of 24 November 2014 supplementing Regulation (EU) No 508/2014 of the European Parliament and of the 

Council by identifying the costs eligible for support from the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund in order to improve hygiene, health, safety and working 

conditions of fishermen, protect and restore marine biodiversity and ecosystems, mitigate climate change and increase the energy efficiency of fishing 

vessels.



Integrated Maritime Policy 

under priority 6 of EMFF

Article 80 (1) (c) of the EMFF Regulation: EMFF can support the operations that

improve the knowledge on the state of the marine environment.

Polish regulation under this priority is currently under development.

 EDUCATION: Need to get knolwedge about derelict fishing gear (one of the 

solutions: Workshops for the fishermen that will raise an issue of derelict fishing

gear?)

 DEVELOPMENT OF KNOWLEDGE CONCERNING THE REASONS why we have
derelict fishing gears, and what can we do with it?



Possible needs and solutions

Reduction of the risk of losing fishing gears:

 Properly marking and tagging the fishing gears in order to minimise the risk of losing 
them (probably issue of tagging fishing nets should be better addressed). 

 Reporting the incidents of losing fishing gears including the position from VMS/GPS, 
type of the gear, time when it was lost, and actions taken to retrieve the gear  (no 
direct obligation to report losing fishing gears in the Polish Act on Marine Fisheries, but 
the obligation is included into the Council Regulation 1224/2009 art. 48);

 Mapping of the areas with high probability of losing fishing gears (underwater rocks, 
obstacles  and ship wrecks). This information could be available in the V-track system 
(also exchange of information between fishermen about  such areas is needed);

 Awareness rising regarding the methods to reduce the risk of losing fishing gears, and 
the need to note incidents when the gears are lost.



Possible needs and solutions

Collection of derelict fishing gears:

 Disposal containers for destroyed gears and found derelict fishing gears at 
the fishing vessels and in the harbors (it is eligible to buy containers for 
derelict fishing gears and marine litter from EMFF);

 Incentives (financial?) for the fishermen who deliver found derelict fishing 
gears to the harbors, Maritime Offices or  inform Fisheries Inspectorates;

 Awareness rising concerning the necessity to remove derelict fishing gears 
incidentally caught, or fishing gears without marks; 

 Awareness rising actions encouraging fishermen to participate in the 
projects aiming at removal of derelict fishing gears and marine litter from 
the marine environment.



Possible needs and solutions

Recycling of collected derelict fishing gears:

 Develop the rules and information about opportunities to 

recycle derelict fishing gears;

 Develop (possibly) gears which are 

recyclable/biodegradable.
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