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Fishery in Estonia in terms of fishing 
gearRecreational fishing
It is allowed to use on a water bodies where fishing cards 
are required:
*one gillnet at sea irrespective of the depth of the sea and
inland or transboundary water bodies, one longline 
consisting of up to 100 hooks at sea up to the 20 m contour 
line or on internal or transboundary water bodies;
*three gillnets and one longline consisting of up to 300 
hooks at sea in 1 km zone in small islands waters.

Commercial Fishing
Fishing with trawls is allowed throughout the year deeper 
than the 20-metre depth line.
In coastal fishery a fisherman's fishing authorisation grants 
the right to fish by commercial fishing gear - gillnets, 
trapnets, longline etc - at sea up to the 20 m contour line.



Over the last 10 years the number of 
professional fishermen has declined 
sharply in coastal fishery. 

On the other hand, the number of 
recreational fishermen has increased 
and they can use more nets as the 
licensing system has changed. 

There are altogether 220 ports of which 
less than half are used as fishing ports, 
ie they are also used by vessels 
transporting fish and fishing gear.



All ports should have a waste permit 
that would provide the possibilities and 
needs of handling wastes.

New obligation for all ports to draw up a 
waste management plan, which would 
also cover the entire garbage from 
ships including DFG is in force.

At the moment, the situation is not 
satisfactory, permits and the situation 
with waste management are in good 
condition only in a small part of the 
ports.



As having waste management plans in the ports is 
also one measure in a marine strategy, it has been 
decided to find a solution in the cooperation of public 
authorities with stakeholders in order to improve the 
motivation and find incentives. 

The Ministry of the Environment, in cooperation with 
its subordinates, must develop a plan to motivate 
ship owners to bring to port litter found at sea, 
including DFG. 

It is also necessary to collect lost fishing gear in the 
most used regions on the basis of a risk analysis. 
Currently, it has been carried out by the 
Environmental Inspectorate in the Gulf of Pärnu and 
to a very large extent on our border lake (between 
Estonia and Russia) - Lake Peipsi. Special dredging 
device used on the water often.



In Estonia main problems with lost fishing gear in coastal 
fishing occures in areas where ice fishing takes place.

Gillnets used for commercial fishing



Every spring takes place cleaning event in order to 
get rid of the lost and discarded fishing gear up to 
three days on Lake Peipsi. Environmental 
Inspectorate conducts it with the help of professional 
and recreational fishermen



Cleaning work at Lake Peipsi is based on 
catch statistics, including vessel position 
data, as all fishing vessels on the lake are 
equipped with a GPS tracking system.



Location of the gillnets is mostly known 
during ice fishing period
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